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Position Statement on Internet Filtering

The New Jersey Association of School Librarian®geizes the concern that students'
experience on the Internet be safe, educationatemdrding. As new technologies
proliferate, it is critical that we balance theraxtrdinary value they bring to learning and
communication with responsible use and careful gyuce.

Our mission, as school library media professional® ensure that students and staff are
effective users of ideas and information. We believe that information, knowledge and
critical thinking skills are the best tools with wh to protect our students and to prepare
them for lifelong independent learning.

NJASL carries out its mission by enabling schdmidry media specialists to teach
students to be critical and discerning, to evalug#tgmation as to source and content,
and to discriminate among fact, opinion and bias.

Together with more traditional sources, the Intehaes unlocked a wealth of information
and data that strengthens and enhances the cumictn our school library media
centers, students are closely supervised, guidebly school's Acceptable Use Policy
(AUP). A strong school library media program pr@sdhe most effective tools for
safety and self-management as indicated in the Mgsey Core Curriculum Content
Standards [8.1 (Technological Literacy), 9.2 (Caisducation and Consumer, Family,
and Life Skills)].

We recognize that not every student has superWgecthet access at home. We know
that significant access and supervision alreadstexm our elementary, middle and high
schools. We recognize that a perfect filteringeystloes not exist. Some aspects of
filtering may benefit students; other aspects nlaglblegitimate sources of information,
particularly in studying and evaluating social pgevbs.

The New Jersey Association of School Librariansevels that empowering our students
to make informed choices is of more benefit to @emocratic society than is the strict
regulation of students' use of information resosird® that end, NJASL believes that
decisions regarding the use of Internet filters tmesain with each local school
community.

Resolved, Board of Trustees Meeting. May 9, 2000
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